
 

March 24, 2026 

 

Chairman Tom Cole                                                                      

House Appropriations Committee                                                      

H-307 The Capitol 

Washington, District of Columbia 20515 

 

Ranking Member DeLauro 

House Appropriations Committee                                                      

H-307 The Capitol 

Washington, District of Columbia 20515 

 

Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro:  

 

I am requesting funding for City of Hawkinsville Aerial Fire Apparatus Acquisition in Fiscal Year 2027. The 

entity to receive funding for this project is the City of Hawkinsville, located at 56 Broad Street, Hawkinsville, 

GA 31036. The funding would be used for a Rear-Mounted Aerial Ladder Truck.  

 

The project is an appropriate use of taxpayer funds because it represents a durable, long-term infrastructure 

investment. A rear-mounted ladder truck has an expected service life of approximately 30–35 years. When 

evaluated over its lifespan, the annualized cost is modest relative to the population served. Federal funding 

avoids the need for a small rural municipality with a limited tax base to incur long-term debt or reduce other 

essential services. The federal government has already invested in affordable housing and community 

development within this Qualified Census Tract.  

 

Providing adequate fire protection safeguards those investments by reducing the risk of catastrophic loss, 

displacement of low-income residents, and future federal disaster expenditures. This is not a discretionary 

upgrade or fleet expansion. It is a one-time acquisition that provides a missing capability necessary to protect 

federally recognized low- and moderate-income residents for decades. For these reasons, the acquisition 

represents a prudent and fiscally responsible use of taxpayer funds to protect life, preserve housing stability, and 

reduce long-term public risk.  

 

The project has a federal nexus because the funding provided is consistent with purposes authorized in 42 

U.S.C. 5305(a)(2).   

 

I certify that I have no financial interest in this project, and neither does anyone in my immediate family. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Austin Scott 

Member of Congress 

 

 


